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UM OFFERS MISSOULA A SITE FOR MINOR LEAGUE BASEBALL PARK
MISSOULA University of Montana President George Dennison will ask the state Board of Regents
later this month to allow the University to enter into negotiations to build a new minor league
baseball park on University-owned property adjacent to Domblaser Field.
UM will invite the Missoula Area Economic Development Foundation and Play Ball
Missoula to build a 3,500-seat ballpark along Higgins Avenue just south of the Dornblaser
track. The park will be the home of Missoula’s new minor league professional baseball club,
the Missoula Osprey.
Under the proposal, the ballpark will be donated to the University upon completion and
leased back to Play Ball Missoula, which will maintain, operate and manage the facility for the
minor league team.
“The opportunity to work with Play Ball Missoula to bring minor league baseball back
to Missoula presents a wonderful opportunity,” Dennison said. “It will help the city and the
community and assist the University in its efforts to improve the Dornblaser complex. We see
it as a win-win situation that merits our full involvement.”
Ronald Klaphake, president of the Missoula Area Economic Development Corp. and
Play Ball Missoula board member, said the two organizations began looking for a new site for
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the ballpark after plans to build the facility along the Clark Fork River near McCormick Park
didn’t materialize. The newly proposed site is especially fitting, Klaphake said, since the city’s
last minor league baseball team played nearby. The Missoula Timberjacks baseball team played
at Campbell Field, which was part of what is now the Dornblaser Field complex, until the
early 1960s.
Klaphake said Play Ball Missoula will work with local neighborhoods to address traffic,
noise and lighting issues. He hopes construction of the ballpark can begin in late summer and
be completed in time for baseball season in June 2000.
UM will hold public meetings on the proposal in the future, Dennison said.
Klaphake said he is pleased that the two organizations behind the ballpark can help UM
create assets.

It has been in our plans all along to build the park and give it to the public

sector,” he said.
Dennison said the proposed ballpark would accentuate the south portion of UM’s
campus. Under the proposal, the University will have use of the facility and up to 1,000 paved
parking spaces during the academic year. Current recreational activities in the area will be
maintained, including the soccer field, track and UM golf course.
Organizers say the playing field will be sunken to provide quality seating with a low
profile. High-quality lighting will be designed so that it will not shine in the windows of
nearby University Villages, and the sound system will be strategically placed around the park
to lessen the impact on the neighborhood. Most of the games will be played at twilight and on
weekend afternoons.
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